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a veritable chaos, containing some good and much useless mat-
ter^./'a skillful surgical operation - technically called 'Higher criti-
cism' " could still disentangle the submerged 'Epic core' from the
adventitious matter known to textual critics as 'interpolations'; in
which it is embeded".7

Holtzman, and Schroeder were of the opinion that "an inherent
contradiction subsists between the story and the moral sought to
be inculcated in the epic"8

Having discussed the validity and otherwise of all the above
authors Dr. Sukthankar concludes that "there is no serious con-
tradiction or inconsistency in MAHABHARATA. On the other
hand, it is a mighty pulsating work clothed in noble langauge with
pleasing imagery, a profoud and universal philosophy of a glowing
and rhythmic synthesis of life"9

Even a bitter critic of the epic like Oldenberg who has pro-
nounced the epic to be a chaos felt, and rightly that "in the
MAHABHARATA breaths the united soul of India and the indi-
vidual souls of her people".

Thus the epic MAHABHARATA obviously contains some-
thing "some mysteriously elusive ideal - that produces a permanent
quality of interest.

At the fag end of the nineteenth century many foreign scholars
and some Indian scholars like R.C. Dutt, being attracted by the
mysterious pull of the epic, resorted either to find out the so called
nucleus or to abridge or to translate the MAHABHARATA into
English.

MODERN ATTEMPTS AT THE EPITOMISATION:

In the words of Dr. Sukthankar "A Scandinavian scholar
Sorensen made an attempt at reconstructing the epic kernal during
the last decade of the nineteenth century, rejecting from the vulgate
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- Chapter-1.
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